
Shenandoah County Department of Fire and Rescue 
Standard Operating Guidelines 
________________________________________________________________ 
  
Section #/Title:     Section 1 Rules and Regulations 
  
Article #/Title:      1.13  Uniforms 
  
Effective Date:     April 16, 2013 
  
Applies To:  [ ] Volunteer   [ X  ] Career  [  ] Both 
  
Purpose:  To establish the description and regulations for wearing  
 the Fire and Rescue Department uniform. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
I Uniform Description 
 

A. Class A Uniform 
 

The Class A uniform is the full dress uniform, consisting of 
dark blue uniform blouse, button up uniform shirt (white for 
officers, light blue for providers), appropriate insignia, dark 
blue pants, black belt, black necktie, black socks, and black 
leather shoes.  The employee who may choose to wear a t-
shirt under the Class A uniform shirt shall wear a white colored 
t-shirt.  The Class A uniform shall be worn at formal Fire and 
Rescue Department activities such as special meetings with 
the Board of Supervisors, Fire and Rescue Department 
funerals, court appearances, disciplinary hearings, and similar 
occasions as deemed appropriate by the Fire and Rescue 
Chief. 
 

B. Class B Uniform 
 

The Class B uniform consists of a button up uniform shirt 
(white for officers, light blue for providers) with appropriate 
insignia, black pants, black belt, black necktie, black socks, 
and black leather shoes.  Staff personnel shall wear the Class 
B uniform as their standard daily work attire. This uniform is 
also appropriate while attending meetings, Fire and Rescue 
Department or County functions that do not require a Class A 
uniform or as directed by the Fire and Rescue Chief.  The 
Class B uniform shall be worn by station personnel who are 
performing special assignments and other related activities in 
a formal setting and for events as directed by the Fire and 



Rescue Chief.  Ties will be worn with the long sleeved shirts. 
 

C. Class C Uniform 
 

The Class C uniform is the work uniform for field personnel.  It 
consists of the Department-issued gray pull-over long sleeve 
or short-sleeve golf/job shirt, black pants, black belt, black 
socks and black safety shoes or work boots.  If the employee 
chooses to wear a t-shirt under the Class C uniform shirt, the 
t-shirt shall be white, gray, or black in color. White, gray, or 
black Mock turtleneck shirts may be worn under the long 
sleeve Class C golf/job shirts if desired.  White socks may be 
worn in place of the black socks, provided the white socks are 
not visible with the employee sitting in a seated position.  

 
II Insignia and Accessories 
 

Uniformed employees shall wear the appropriate insignia, as listed below; 
on the Class A uniform blouse and the Class A and Class B uniform shirt.  
Insignia and name tags shall not be worn on the Class C pull-over shirt. 
 

 A. Collar Pins 
 

 The collar pins worn on the Class A uniform blouse shall be S.C. on 
 the right collar and F.R. on the left collar. Gold colored pins will be 
 worn by officers and silver colored pins will be worn by providers.  
 
 Collar pins for the uniform shirt shall indicate the rank of the 
 provider. The following is a description of the department issued 
 shirt collar pins: 
 
 Silver scramble collar pins    Provider 
 Gold single upright bugle    Lieutenant 
 Gold double upright bugle    Captain 
 Gold three crossed bugle    Deputy Chief 
 Gold five crossed bugle    Chief  
 

 B. Badges 
 

 The appropriate badge, as indicated below, shall be worn over the 
 left breast pocket of the Class A blouse and Class A and Class B 
 uniform shirt. 

 
Rank     Badge 
Firefighter / EMT    Silver with State Seal 
Lieutenant through Chief  Gold with State Seal 



 
 C. Sleeve Markings 
 

 1. The Fire and Rescue Department patch shall be worn on the 
 left shoulder sleeve of the Class A blouse; coveralls; and the 
 Class A and Class B uniform shirt. 

 
 2. One service cross shall be worn on the lower right sleeve of 

 the Class A blouse for every five years of service.  Provider’s 
 crosses will be silver and gold for officers. 

 
 3. Gold stripes will be worn on the sleeves of officers Class A 

 blouse. The number of stripes will indicate rank. 
 
  1 stripe   Lieutenant 
  2 stripes   Captain 
  3 stripes   Deputy Chief 
  5 stripes   Chief 

 
 D. Name Tags 
 

 Name tags shall be worn, centered on the right breast pocket flap 
 of the Class A and Class B uniform shirt.  The name tag on the 
 Class A uniform shall be worn on the right breast of the blouse 
 aligned with the center of the badge on the opposite breast. 
 Provider name tags will be silver and gold for officers. 

 
III Hats and Caps 
 

The Fire and Rescue Department hats and caps may be worn by all 
personnel with the Class B or C uniform. The Fire and Rescue 
Department ball cap is a black baseball cap with an appropriate 
Shenandoah County Department of Fire and Rescue logo.  Watch  caps 
are black toboggans with the appropriate Shenandoah County Department 
of Fire and Rescue logo.   
 

IV Work Jacket 
 

The work jacket may be worn with the Class B and Class C uniform. 
 
V Coveralls 
 

Coveralls may be worn to protect the uniform during training  evolutions, 
station vehicle maintenance, to and from physical training, on working 
incidents where the uniform may become heavily soiled or when deemed 
appropriate by the immediate supervisor. Coveralls must be clean and 



free of contaminates.  
 
VI Personal Supplied Apparel 
 

The following items may be supplied by department personnel and worn 
with the fire and rescue department uniform, provided they meet the 
following descriptions and are in good condition. The fire and rescue 
department shall not be held responsible for reimbursement or 
replacement of personal supplied garments, should they become 
damaged.  

 
A. Sweaters 

 
When the long-sleeve shirt is worn, the employee may choose to 
wear a black military commando style sweater. The Fire and 
Rescue Department patch, and name badge may be worn with the 
sweater in the prescribed manner as identified with the button up 
uniform shirt. Sweat shirt style sweaters shall not be considered 
high quality and will not be worn as part of the department’s 
uniform. 

 
B.  Tee Shirts 

 
Tee Shirts shall only be worn at the discretion of the Fire Chief. A 
General Order outlining the tee shirt design, color, and style will be 
issued outlining the parameters to which they may be worn.   
 

C. Fleece Pullovers 
 
 Department approved fleece pullovers may be worn in place of the 
 department issued golf/job shirt. 

 
VII Uniform Maintenance 
 

A. Employees shall be properly uniformed at all time while they are on 
duty.   

 
B. Employees shall assume full responsibility for the cleaning and 

general upkeep of the uniform clothing and insignia issued to them.  
At all times when employees are on duty, their uniforms shall be 
clean, non-wrinkled, properly fitted, and in good condition.  A clean, 
spare uniform should be kept on hand at all times. 

 
C. Uniformed personnel shall not intermix civilian clothing with 

Department-issued uniforms while they are on duty. Wearing of 
uniforms to and from work is permissible.  However, if the uniform 



is contaminated it is strongly suggested that it be cleaned prior to 
wearing home.  

  
VIII Employee responsibility for off-duty and civilian attire 
 

Employees reporting to or preparing to leave the work location shall be 
dressed appropriately.  Appropriate attire is defined as non-offensive, free 
of hostile, racial, social, or sexual commentary or displays.  The standard 
applies on those occasions when an employee, or a guest of the 
employee, is on-duty or in a work location for any reason.  In cases where 
it is unclear what is offensive, hostile, racist, sexist, or sexual in content, 
the supervisor should attempt to resolve the questions through discussion 
with those persons involved in the issue.  Supervisors shall attempt to use 
the “reasonable person standard” which includes consideration from the 
perspective of the alleged victim’s race, color, religion, gender, national 
origin, age, or disability.  In the event that further clarification is necessary, 
the Fire and Rescue Chief will settle the dispute. 
 

IX Wearing of the department uniform 
 

A. The department uniform as outlined in this guideline shall be worn by 
career personnel based on their assignment, while on duty.  

 
B. Career personnel are not permitted to wear uniforms while off duty 

unless they are engaged in a SCFR function or have prior approval of 
their supervisor or Fire Chief. 

 
C. Those personnel who wear personal items that identify themselves as 

SCFR employees shall be required to conduct themselves according to 
the rules and regulations of the department. 

 
X Uniform Wearing Etiquette 
 
 The department issued and approved uniforms shall be worn in a manner 
 that displays PRIDE in the service that we provide. 
 
 A. Uniform pants and shirts when worn shall be clean, neat and  
  wrinkle free. 
 B. Footwear shall be maintained clean and polished. 
 C. Boots with zippers shall be zipped up when worn. 
 D. Golf shirts and tee shirts shall be tucked into the pants. 
 E. Belts shall be worn with the pants. 
 


