
Shenandoah County Department of Fire and Rescue 
Standard Operating Guidelines 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Section #/Title:     Section 6 Apparatus and Equipment 
  
Article #/Title:      6.3  Apparatus Names and Definitions 
 
Effective Date:     April 13, 2004 
 
 Applies To:  [ ] Volunteer   [ ] Career  [ X ] Both 
  
Purpose:   Establish common apparatus definitions 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
The following name classifications shall be used for Shenandoah County Fire and Rescue 
Agency’s apparatus.  
  
Wagon  Class A pumper, which meets the minimum equipment list 
 
Engine  Class A pumper, which meets the minimum equipment list 
 
Pumper  Class A pumper with a tank capacity of 1000 gallons or more and 

meets the minimum equipment list 
 
Rescue Engine Class A pumper and squad combination that meets minimum 

equipment list 
 
Tanker Carries 1500 gallons of water or greater with quick dump and portable 

tank 
 
Truck   Minimum of 75’ aerial ladder that meets the minimum equipment list 
 
Tower Minimum of 75’ ladder tower, elevated platform that meets the minimum 

equipment list 
 
Quint Combination of a Class A pumper and 75’ or longer aerial ladder.  This 

unit must meet the minimum equipment list. 
 
Brush All wheel drive vehicle with a pump and tank used primarily for brush 

fires. 
 
Attack   Apparatus with a pump and tank used as an initial attack unit. 
 
Serv Special emergency response vehicle.  A vehicle designed to handle 

specific emergencies or for a specific purpose. 
 
IS (Incident Support Unit) A unit specialized in supporting an incident by 

serving as the command post or communications unit. 



 
Light/Air A specialized unit designed to supplying lighting and breathing air.  
 
Ambulance  A state licensed ambulance who’s AIC is an EMT 
 
Rescue A state licensed ambulance who’s AIC is a shock trauma 

tech/enhanced EMT 
 
Medic A state licensed ambulance who’s AIC is a cardiac 

tech/paramedic/EMT-I 
 
Squad A vehicle whose primary mission is vehicle extrication and incident 

support.  This unit must meet the minimum equipment list. 
 
Mobile   An undesignated all purpose vehicle 
 
ALS (Advanced Life Support) A vehicle that carries ALS equipment and 

personnel but does not transport patients. 
 
Station  Fire and Rescue facility 
  
 
Any station that has two or more pieces of apparatus that fit in the same name classification 
may use a numeric identifier after the company number to identify the unit. (Suffix Only) 
Example – Tanker 28-1 and Tanker 28-2  
 


