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Article #/Title:      7.20  CHEMPACK Deployment 
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Applies To:  [ ] Volunteer   [ ] Career  [ X ] Both 
  
Purpose:  The purpose of this guideline is to outline the procedures for 

requesting and the deployment of CHEMPACK cache.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Preface 
 
The CDC established CHEMPACK, which is a forward placement of a sustainable resource 
of Nerve Agent antidotes throughout the United States where they can be made rapidly 
available to state and local emergency responders. 
 
 A large scale event involving Nerve Agent would require immediate pharmaceutical 
intervention and may require long term care follow up. The ability of Emergency Medical 
Personnel to begin the immediate treatment of individuals exposed to Nerve Agents may 
directly affect a casualty’s ability to survive the exposure.  
 
CHEMPACK caches can be found in two types. These types are described as Hospital and 
EMS. The hospital cache is designed primarily to be used by hospitals as they are stocked 
with multi-use vials for use by physicians. The EMS cache on the other hand is stocked with 
single use auto-injectors for both adult and pediatric patients.  
 
Shenandoah Memorial Hospital has been assigned an EMS CHEMPACK cache. Additional 
CHEMPACK caches located in our area include a Hospital CHEMPACK cache at 
Winchester Medical Center and an EMS CHEMPACK cache at Rockingham Memorial 
Hospital. 
 
Activation of the Cache 
 
To activate the EMS cache located at Shenandoah Memorial Hospital, the following 
procedure is recommended: 
 
1) The Incident Commander determines that the incident is a WMD event involving 
 chemical nerve agents. 
 
2) The Incident Commander or their designee will contact Medical Control to determine 
 the need for the CHEMPACK cache. If the cache is needed, the incident commander 
 or their designee and Medical Control will determine the amount of antidote needed 
 at the incident scene based on the number of exposed persons. 
 



3) SMH personnel will gain access to the CHEMPACK cache. The cache container 
 weighs in excess of 500# and is fairly unwieldy. Moving the cache to a loading dock 
 at SMH will be difficult and transporting the entire cache including the container will 
 require 6-8 individuals. Consideration should be given to accessing the cache in its 
 current location and transporting just the supplies needed by hand truck or cart to the 
 loading location  
 
4) Hospital Staff will contact Shenandoah County ECC to determine transportation 
 needs to get the supplies from SMH to the incident which may be accomplished by: 

• Available fire and/or rescue units 

• Available law enforcement units 

• Available SMH staff   
 
 


